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Multiflora Phalaenopsis
A Presentation by Tom Harper
Considerable breeding has been done to target Phalaenopsis growers
who have limited space, grow under lights, or on windowsills.
This program highlights the newest hybridizing trends.
Tom began growing orchBdYsl®Orinb5a Wwendadst Efi &
orchid hybrid and founded AStlotnmege RS wep o rQtr erh
Mi-Ameri ca Orchid Congress, -Froams iscce nAankarradt avit
Editor (the MAOC newsl etter).
Tom i s also a founding member of the | ntlern
served in many responsible positions incll ud
contributor on many occasions. Currently he
Past President of the Alliance and i s thle S
He has been an active member in the Orchid
President, Vice President, and Trustee
Tom assisted in writing and editing the a
entitled CompleHe Basdwrtot®ncbhbeder al arjtic
Orchid Digest and the I PA Journal
Tom has traveled coast to coast and interna
Tom | ectured at the 16th World Orchid Confe
January 2068dini Mnamiy, he was invited tjo s
at the Taiwan International Orchid Show Jjand
o China He returned to Taiwan in 2010 and pl
< spoke at the 15th Annual International Hhal
? June 20009.
) In 2008, he received his first FCC/ AOS on D
e given by the American Orchid Society) at| th
2 He has been an accredited American Orchijd S
> Judging Center.
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—
S : :
= Tom will bring plants to sell!
< (Members may not be bring pldgnts
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President 6s Message
Greetings VOS member s!
This month move back to the auditorium at Le\
Heritage weekend. We welcome Tom Harper who \
Phal aenopsis. Tom wil |l bring orchids for sal
individuals who signed up to bring food for 1
Sue Fulghum, Amber Via, and Reed Ginn.
The weekend -p® WMascBl @8mi ng Days at Strange' ¢
Pokl i s, Nancy Farkas, Reed Ginn and Henry Rai
repotting techniques and sharing informati on
people: some with orchids that had never bl ot
some with beautifully grown plants that need:
orchid | over of the weekend wds8 yeahar mil g wh
her | ove of orchids with me and brought over
it was her favorite color purple. Her j oy i1
al | of us why we had joi-ne®d sthtag eVOSri notvlee off |
Hopefully we can increase educational opport
i ncrease our community outreach.
Finally |1 want to announce our Nominating Col
Val erie Thacker and Debby Sauer. The committ
the April meeting, and in May we -@DLbBE. hAtvet b
meeting | will also ask for your ideas about
next year.
See you at the meeting,
Linda Lawrence, VOS Presi
Apr il 19: -MomtiHéadd pera Phal
May 17: KebDeé¢ mmy Dtaivfii i ng t h
Bifoliate Cattl eyas
~ - B
Visit our Website!
www.vaorchids.org ‘ RaYe
— From Strangeds Blooming Da
S— / repotting the Phalaenopsi s




March Show Table Results

Grower Ribbon Orchid Name Category
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Phalaenopsis Primer f

A Beginnerds Guide

. & bSR bl aKk g " a3
Reprinted with permission fromiOr . S w
NO OTHER ORCHI D in the hif¢ 3 [t
enjoyed the widespread pofm wh e
domi nance of the marketopl & \ i s.
there have been other gence t h
top of the market. Odont oc edi
cattleyas were all widely tte
cut fl owers during the ear rt
century. Cymbi di ums, t hank ry
tetraploi-28t hncemeumyd had; - ) y|é|D|eaCnta
on the orchid industry, first S  ower s
pl ant s. Even today, certain Cymbidium types <c
who are fortunate enough to |ive in areas app
century, cattleyas were again the most popul a
and color combinations created al most yearly.
to produce plants that would grow quickly and
retained their rabid following, though this s
rel ati voetl yowsgna | @ ecdoit cea ti eed
WHY ARE PHALAENOPSI S SO POPULAR?
When one stops to consider the sheer magnitud
the world each year, it becomes <clear that th
has been seen before. Over the past 20 to 25
of orchids in general and Phal aenopsis in par
sever al years at | east to produce a saleabl e
seed. Phal aenopsis havegralwwagsobeadndamobgtt he
unusual to spend three to four years (or mor e
the orchid i ndust fma,r keed u pnlge & | wiutt h ptrloer i daesgs by
grower sshbandr dti @i | er s, has |l ed to a technol ogi
Traditional orchid grower s -<aind nrgootb aperrosv ibdeeg atnh
for a new product to augment the mix going to
to grow their businesses and their traditiona
frontieexpfounddrterritory, the United States
i nexpensive plant to growers that would be re
Advanced nursery practices, with proven succe
to Phalaenopsis, resul tiqgnugaliint ya ptlraenntesn dactu sr esau
additional advantage hel d-mayet e sé& rli dudgerongrsg
with other nursery products were already on t
the product mix was a natur al
Wi thout the help of the AOS, we simply woul dn
orchids) sold in the United States today. | n
convince the United States Department of Agri
the collected orchid sales figures out of the
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Phal aenopsis are seen al most everywhere,
ment store windows to the best boutique pl
y acquaintance with this rewarding plant d
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the most often seen and popul ar. h
ack i oom in a variety of environments and
uftl ower arrangements, better indeed, than many o
veryone knows how to grow Phal aenopsis, just as
attleyas. While many consumers treat Phal aenops
alue by growing the plants on. Many of these sa
| one an orchid.

HAT IS A PHALAENOPSI S?
ore often, the question is phrased: "I was gi Vvel
ith it now that the fl owers havégfradwe d?d"” uPhdlr @enl
determinate growth point, rather than along a
i zoowniet h broad, flat | eaves. The
| orescences arise from the | eaf axil s,
umn or early winter, though with tempe
i pul ation, fl owering plants are avail a
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year round. Phal a p S have been given
popul ar name mot h C d for a good reaso
most commonly seen ty has | arge white b
arranged in two r s along an wupright, s
arching stem | i ke f

WHAT COLORS CAN |

Whil e white is by

growers are increasing
g

l i ght of moths.

he most commonly seen,

y including a better sel e
of the broad range 0
thanks to modern hy
fairly common, as a t

ors and patterns avail al
ing. All shades of pink
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