
 

ʽ   April 19th. Meeting:   2:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 

            in the Kelly Education Center at LGBGñRoom change! 

ʽ   òPhalaenopsis Primer:  A Beginnerõs Guide to Growing 

           Moth Orchidsó 

        The Orchid Keiki 
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"Multiflora Phalaenopsis"  

A Presentation by Tom Harper  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Considerable breeding has been done to target Phalaenopsis growers  
who have limited space, grow under lights, or on windowsills.  

This program highlights the newest hybridizing trends.  
 

Tom began growing orchids on a windowsill in 1967.  By 1975, he had registered his first  

orchid hybrid and founded Stones River Orchids as a business.  A long-time supporter of the  

Mid-America Orchid Congress, Tom served as its President, Vice-President and Mid-American 

Editor (the MAOC newsletter). 
 

Tom is also a founding member of the International Phalaenopsis Alliance (IPA) in 1989 and has 

served in many responsible positions including Vice President, President, and IPA Journal  

contributor on many occasions. Currently he serves on the Board of Directors as the Immediate 

Past President of the Alliance and is the Southeast Region 12 Representative. 
 

He has been an active member in the Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee since 1967 serving as 

President, Vice President, and Trustee. 
 

Tom assisted in writing and editing the Phalaenopsis species section of the soft cover Ortho book 

entitled Complete Guide to Orchids.  He has written several articles on Phalaenopsis for Orchids, 

Orchid Digest and the IPA Journal. 
  
Tom has traveled coast to coast and internationally speaking on various aspects of Phalaenopsis. 

Tom lectured at the 16th World Orchid Conference in 1996 in Brazil, and the 19th WOC in  

January 2008 in Miami.  Additionally, he was invited to speak in March 2005 and again in 2007 

at the Taiwan International Orchid Show and Symposium in Hsinying, Taiwan, Republic of  

China. He returned to Taiwan in 2010 and plans to travel there again soon. Most recently, he 

spoke at the 15th Annual International Phalaenopsis Alliance meeting in the United Kingdom in 

June 2009. 
 

In 2008, he received his first FCC/AOS on Dtps. Brother Success, óLauraô (The highest award 

given by the American Orchid Society) at the Heart of Dixie Show in Huntsville, Alabama. 

He has been an accredited American Orchid Society judge since 1984 and is based in the Atlanta 

Judging Center. 

Special Points of Interest:  

Phal. Brother Golden Wave 

ôCrownfox Sunriseô AM/AOS  

Tom will bring plants to sell!  
(Members may not be bring plants to sell.) 
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 Presidentôs Message 

Greetings VOS members! 
 

This month move back to the auditorium at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden because of  
Heritage weekend. We welcome Tom Harper who will speak to us about Multiflora 
Phalaenopsis. Tom will bring orchids for sale.  Here is a gentle reminder to the following  
individuals who signed up to bring food for the April hospitality table: George Tyler,  
Sue Fulghum, Amber Via, and Reed Ginn.  
 
The weekend of March 28-29 was Blooming Days at Strange's. I want to thank Daune  
Poklis, Nancy Farkas, Reed Ginn and Henry Randolph who worked with me teaching  
repotting techniques and sharing information about orchids.  We met a lot of interesting  
people: some with orchids that had never bloomed, some with orchids that had no roots, 
some with beautifully grown plants that needed no help from us at all. The most interesting 
orchid lover of the weekend was a charming young lady about 12-13 years old who shared 
her love of orchids with me and brought over her most recent purchase so that I could see  
it was her favorite color purple.  Her joy in having added this plant to her collection reminded 
all of us why we had joined the VOS in the first place - to share our love of orchids.   
Hopefully we can increase educational opportunities like Blooming Days in the future and 
increase our community outreach. 
 
Finally I want to announce our Nominating Committee for next year's officers: Patti St Clair, 
Valerie Thacker and Debby Sauer. The committee will announce the new slate of officers at 
the April meeting, and in May we will have our election of officers for 2015-2016. At the May 
meeting I will also ask for your ideas about programs, trips and events that you might enjoy 
next year.  
 
See you at the meeting,  
Linda Lawrence, VOS President 
 
April 19: Tom Harper - Multiflora Phalaenopsis 
May 17: Keith Davis - Demystifying the  
              Bifoliate Cattleyas 
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Visit our Website!  

www.vaorchids.org  
From Strangeôs Blooming Days:   

repotting the Phalaenopsis with no roots! 
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March Show Table Results     

Grower        Ribbon        Orchid Name          Category  

{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  . w[Φ ŘƛƎōȅŀƴŀ Ȅ /ŀǘΦ ǇǳǊǇǳǊŀǘŀ    /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w [ŎΦ /ƛƴƴŀƳƻƴ /ǊƛǎǇ ϥ ²ƘƛǊƭƛƎƛƎ ϥ   /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ   ̧ [ŎΦ ¢ǊƛŎƪ ƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘ     /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ   ̧ wŜŎƘƛƴƎŜǊŀǊŀ ό{ŎƘƻƳōΦ /Ǌƻǎǎ ύ WƻǎŜ wƻƳŀƴ wƛǾŜǊŀ aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ DŜƴŜǊŀ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w [/bΦ Iƻǘ {ŀǳŎŜ     aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ   ̧ 9ǇŎΦ YȅƻƎŎƘƛ  ϥCǳƳƛ ϥ     9ǇƛŘŜƴŘǊǳƳ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w !ǎŎŘŀΦ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ aƛƪŀǎŀ ϥ wƻǎŀŘƻϥ   ±ŀƴŘŀ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  . DǳǊΦ ό/ŀǧƭŜȅŀύ ŀǳǊŀƴǝŀŎŀ ϥ aŀǊǳƧŀϥ   /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ   ̧ DǳǊΦ ό /ŀǧƭŜȅŀύ ŀǳǊŀƴǝŀŎŀ ϥ hǊŀƴƎŜ {Ǉƻǘǎϥ  /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w [/Φ IŀǊǇƻƘȅƭƭŀ      /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w .ǊǎŘƳΦ DƻƭŘŜƴ DŀƳƛƴŜ ϥ²ƘƛǘŜ YƴƛƻƘǘ  hƴŎƛŘƛǳƳ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  . .ǊǎŘƳΦ tƛǎƎŀƘ wŜŎƭǳǎŜ    hƴŎƛŘƛǳƳ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w /ǧΦ ¢ǳǘŀƴƪŀƳŜƴ  ϥthtϥ    CǊŀƎǊŀƴǘ hǊŎƘƛŘ 
{ǘŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊ  w 5ǘǇǎΦ vǳŜŜƴ .ŜŜǊ  ϥwŜŘ  {ƪȅϥ    tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
aƛƪŜ CƛƴŜ  w {[/Φ {ŎƘŜǊŜȊŀŘŜ ϥ5ŀǊƪ ²ŀǘŜǊǎϥ   /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
aƛƪŜ CƛƴŜ  . /ŀǘΦ ŎƭŀŜǎƛŀƴŀ      {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
aƛƪŜ CƛƴŜ  . 5ƛŀƭΦ {ƴƻǿƅŀƪŜ Ȅ /ŀǘΦ ŀƳŜǘƘȅǎǘŀƎƭƻǎǎŀ  {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
aƛƪŜ CƛƴŜ  w 5ǘǇΦ hȄ wŜŘ {ƘƻŜ     tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
aƛƪŜ aŜŀƭȅ   ̧ .ƭŎΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ YƻƴƎ ϥ {ǳƴϥ  Імс    /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
aƛƪŜ aŜŀƭȅ  . !ǎŎŘŀ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ aƛǎƪŀƪŀ ϥwƻǎŀŘƻϥ   ±ŀƴŘŀ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
hǊƛƴ aŀǊǝƴ  . tƘŀƭΦ ϥ¦ƴƪƻǿƴ {ŀƭƳƻƴ /ƻƭƻǊϥ    tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
hǊƛƴ aŀǊǝƴ  . tƘŀƭΦ hǊŎƘƛŘǾƛŜǿ ¢ŀōŀǎŎƻ    tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
hǊƛƴ aŀǊǝƴ   ̧ tƘŀƭΦ aŀƳōƻ ϥ/ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪ ϥ    tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
hǊƛƴ aŀǊǝƴ  . tƘŀƭΦ [ŜǳŘŘŀƴƴƛŀƴŀ     tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
IŀǊǊȅ [ƛǾŜǎŜȅ  . [/Φ /ǳƭƳƛƴƛƴ  ϥ[ŀ ¢ǳƛƭŜǊƛŎϥ !a    {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
wƻōƛƴ aŀƛƻǊŀƴŀ . [ŎΦ .ƭŀȊƛƴƎ {ǳƴ      aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
DŜƻ ϧ Cŀȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ  ̧ 9[Φ/ŜǊǊƛǘƻ ό[Ŝ ƅŀǾŀ Ȅ ŀǳǊŀƴǝŀŎŀ ύ   {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
DŜƻ ϧ Cŀȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ . [/ 5ƛȄƛŜ DƻƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ȅ [/ wƻƧƻ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ  {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 
IŜƴǊȅ wŀƴŘƻƭǇƘ . 5ŜƴΦ ¸ƻŘŀƎƛƳƛ      5ŜƴŘǊƻōƛǳƳ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 

Dial. Snowflake x Cat. amethystaglossa  

Lc. Blazing Sun Cat. claesiana  
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Phalaenopsis Primer 
A Beginnerôs Guide to Growing Moth Orchids 

 

.ȅ bŜŘ bŀǎƘ    
Reprinted with permission fromñOrchidsò, December 2003:  www.AOS.org  
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NO OTHER ORCHID in the history of their cultivation has 

enjoyed the widespread popularity and overwhelming  

dominance of the marketplace as Phalaenopsis. Certainly 

there have been other genera that have had their place at the 

top of the market. Odontoglossums, paphiopedilums and  

cattleyas were all widely grown both as potted plants and as 

cut flowers during the early and middle part of the 20th  

century. Cymbidiums, thanks to the discovery of chance  

tetraploids in the mid-20th century, had an enormous effect 

on the orchid industry, first as cut flowers and later as potted 

plants. Even today, certain Cymbidium types command fanatical devotion among orchid hobbyists 

who are fortunate enough to live in areas appropriate to their culture. In the later decades of the last 

century, cattleyas were again the most popular orchid among hobbyists, with new types, shapes, colors 

and color combinations created almost yearly. Plant habit was a chief concern of breeders, who strove 

to produce plants that would grow quickly and compactly and flower freely. Paphiopedilums have  

retained their rabid following, though this sector of the overall orchid market remains relegated to a  

relatively small ð though dedicated ð coterie. 
  
WHY ARE PHALAENOPSIS SO POPULAR?  

When one stops to consider the sheer magnitude of Phalaenopsis plants produced and sold throughout 

the world each year, it becomes clear that this phenomenon is something entirely different from what 

has been seen before. Over the past 20 to 25 years, enormous strides have been made in the cultivation 

of orchids in general and Phalaenopsis in particular. Not so long ago, growers counted on spending 

several years at least to produce a saleable plant, and had few options beyond growing their own from 

seed. Phalaenopsis have always been among the faster-growing orchids, but, even so, it was not  

unusual to spend three to four years (or more) to produce a saleable plant from seed. Globalization of 

the orchid industry, coupled with the mass-marketing clout provided by the partnership of large  

growers and big-box retailers, has led to a technological revolution in the culture of phalaenopsis.  

Traditional orchid growers did not provide these advances. Foliage- and color-growers began looking 

for a new product to augment the mix going to mass retailers. As overseas nurseries sought to continue 

to grow their businesses and their traditional markets became saturated, they naturally turned to the last 

frontier of under-exploited territory, the United States. These overseas growers could provide an  

inexpensive plant to growers that would be ready for sale within six to nine months, sometimes less. 

Advanced nursery practices, with proven success for other crops such as bromeliads, were thus applied 

to Phalaenopsis, resulting in a tremendous supply of good-quality plants at reasonable prices. An  

additional advantage held by these larger growers was a ready-made distribution system. Trucks loaded 

with other nursery products were already on their way to distribution centers, so adding orchids into 

the product mix was a natural.  
 

Without the help of the AOS, we simply wouldn't know the volume of Phalaenopsis (and other  

orchids) sold in the United States today. In 1995, the AOS put together an informal survey that helped 

convince the United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistical Survey to break 

the collected orchid sales figures out of the "Other Potted Plants" category and put them into a category 

Bnmshmtdc nm o`fd 4  

P. Ching Ann Beauty óDianaô AM/AOS 
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of their own. By 2002, we have seen orchids 

grow to be the number two flowering potted 

plant, exceeded only by poinsettias and outpacing 

even chrysanthemums. Knowledgeable industry 

insiders estimate that at least 85 percent and  

perhaps as much as 90 percent or more of the 

$106 million wholesale value of orchids sold in 

the United States in 2002 was in Phalaenopsis. 

Wow. Too, these are wholesale sales figures, 

which (if we accept a standard markup factor) 

could represent as much as $250 million at the 

retail level. That is a lot of orchids. And that's not 

all ... consider how much fertilizer, pots, mix, 

insecticides, cachepots, etc., go along with the 

purchase of a plant. Orchids have evolved into a 

major horticultural force, thanks to Phalaenopsis. 
  
Today, Phalaenopsis are seen almost everywhere, from the most sophisticated lifestyle magazines and  

department store windows to the best boutique plant shops, chain stores and supermarkets. Even the most  

cursory acquaintance with this rewarding plant demonstrates why Phalaenopsis has evolved into the most  

popular orchid ever. The beautiful and long-lasting flowers come in a variety of colors, though basic white is 

still by far the most often seen and popular. The plants are relatively attractive; they can fairly easily be brought 

back into bloom in a variety of environments and can be had for a price that makes them a far better value than 

cut-flower arrangements, better indeed, than many other flowering potted plants. It would be easy to assume that 

everyone knows how to grow Phalaenopsis, just as 25 years ago that same assumption was made about  

cattleyas. While many consumers treat Phalaenopsis as expendable, many others want to stretch their purchase 

value by growing the plants on. Many of these same consumers have never grown any houseplant before, let 

alone an orchid. 
 

WHAT IS A PHALAENOPSIS?  

More often, the question is phrased: "I was given this orchid gift plant and it has white flowers. What do I do 

with it now that the flowers have faded?" Phalaenopsis are monopodial orchids ð growing up from a single  

indeterminate growth point, rather than along a  

rhizome ð with broad, flat leaves. The  

inflorescences arise from the leaf axils, often in late 

autumn or early winter, though with temperature  

manipulation, flowering plants are available the  

year round. Phalaenopsis have been given the  

popular name moth orchid for a good reason: The 

most commonly seen type has large white blooms  

arranged in two ranks along an upright, slightly  

arching stem like a flight of moths. 
  
WHAT COLORS CAN I GET?  

While white is by far the most commonly seen, 

growers are increasingly including a better selection 

of the broad range of colors and patterns available 

thanks to modern hybridizing. All shades of pink are 

fairly common, as are stripes in varying intensity; P. Arizona Tiger óMaryô AM/AOS 

P. Ai Energy óWoodstreamôs Heart Aô Glowô AM/AOS 

 


